
Memorandum of Understanding

between

The Active Archive and

The NASA Space Science Data Coordinated Archive
Date
Edwin Grayzeck

Head, NSSDCA
Task Lead, Active Archive
(in space science terminology this could be a Mission Archive)

William Knopf
Program Executive, NSSDCA
AA Program Manager, NASA
(in space science terminology this could be a Mission Archive)
1.  Introduction

Active archives interface with Science Mission Directorate (SMD) and SMD-collaborative missions in acquiring data for general access, and they provide such access to data and supporting material to the general research community.  The permanent archive receives data from the active archives, or sometimes from projects as arranged by the active archives, preserves the data, and provides them back to active archives when requested. 

This MOU will be reviewed by NSSDCA and by AA, and by their advisory groups as desired by them.  Inconsistencies between current practices and MOU statements, or future modifications to this MOU, will be addressed and resolved/agreed by the Director of NSSDCA, the Task Lead of the AA, and the relevant SMD program executives when needed.

2. The roles and responsibilities of AA and NSSDCA
ROLES: AA (RA)
Point of entry for that discipline and mission data

Provide scientific user support as needed

Supply data for an active mission, usually online distribution 

Negotiate any post-launch data agreements

ROLES: NSSDCA
SMD permanent archive for space science data

Participate in defining a PDMP, MOU or AP as requested
Supply general distribution per MOU, especially of bulk data

Advise on Data Management Archive Plan or Archive Plan naming NSSDCA
Provide copies of archived data in case of disaster recovery

RESPONSIBILITIES: AA 
Interact with operating missions to provide data access

Provide discipline specific data standards

Ensure that data is independently usable
Keep a specific catalog of holdings
Serve data from Mission or AA to community
Interact with NSSDCA to determine service level required

RESPONSIBILITIES: NSSDCA
Provide broad archiving standards for data and documentation in SMD 
Interact with archives outside SMD, e.g., federal and international

Ensure the independent usability of data and  documentation
Maintain a master catalog to show all holdings and track their status
Provide for long term preservation and/or off-site storage
Point to the discipline specific AA
Provide access to unique data and science requests per MOU
Practice good stewardship, e.g., through data migration

Provide infrastructure based on requirements for AA service level
3. Delivery of AA data sets to the NSSDCA 

Provide annual estimates of delivery to NSSDCA for planning

Archive data in a timely manner as agreed to in PDMP, MOU or AA
4.  NSSDCA as Permanent Archive

NSSDC was created in 1966 as NASA's only archive for space and Earth science data.  NSSDC's data management role has evolved with the emergence of a series of active archives in space science.  Presently it has multi-mission archiving responsibility as the  NASA Space Science Data Coordinated Archive (NSSDCA).  It has additional roles not germane to this MOU.  

5.  Pre-AA data at NSSDCA
Legacy data in a specific discipline may be transmitted to an AA upon request

Legacy data unique to NSSDCA will be made available on a case by case basis


