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PIJWTit'lJ TREES (f LllfRTY 

Tf-OMAS JEFFERSON SPOKE OF OUR NATION'S SlRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE) 

HE SPOKE OF "REFRESHING M TREE OF LIBERTY," IT IS INDEED APPROPRIATE 

lHAT VE ARE GATHERED HERE TODAY TO PLANT A TREE SYMBOLIC OF THE ATIAINMENTS 

OF LIBERTY IN !CA OVER THE SPAN OF TI'{) CENlURYS, 

TREES MEANT SURVIVAL TO OUR FIRST SITTLERSJ AND THEIR VALUE IS JUST 

AS GREAT TODAY AS VE BEGIN C8-EBRATING OUR BICENTENNIAL, TREES STILL 

PRO/ IDE THE PRODUCTS NEEDED FOR THE LIFE AND COMFORT OF A NATION OF tv'ORE 
ff'o1 r:--

THAN &XJ MILLION PEOPLE, IN lHE FUTURE) TREES WILL CONTINUE TO iJE OOE OF 

lHE COUNTRY Is t'OST VITAL INDUSlR JAL RAW MATERIALS I 

Bur TREES SERVE FAR MORE THAN fv!ATERIAL NEEDS MAN. THEr 

REVlTALi ZE HIS SPIRIT AND CREATE F-m- l+U4--lRANQUI ISLANDS AMID THE-TURMJIL 

OF HECTIC CITfES, 

THE TREE SEEDLING BEING PLANTED HERE TCDAY REPRESENTS A UNION OF 

NATURE'S GIFT TO THE 41ER ICAN PEOPLE--lHE ABUNDANT "TREES AND RICH RESOURCES 

OF THIS LAND) WITH MAN'S OWN GIFT TO HIS F8-LOWv1AN AND HIS UNBORN 

DESCENQl.\NTS--lHE V.ONDERS OF A TECHNOLOGY THAT HAS SENT MAN 10 THE tlOON AND 

BACK . 

Remar ks by John R. McGuire, Chief, Forest Service, U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, at the First Bicentennial Moon Tree Planting, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, May 6, 1975. 
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FOR THIS TREE IS FRCJ-1 A SEED w-tICH WAS CARRIED TO THE MOON WITH 
.STu f i le. I 

AsTROOUT RoosAJ BRif'lllf'll REALITY lD A moo AS QD AS MA.N's EXISTENCE 
h... 

()..J EARlli I 

THIS TREE IS DEDICATED TO "rbNORING EARTH'S GREEN YbRL.D OF TREES." 

IN MY MINDJ IT IS TH: LIVING LINK BEMEN NATION'S BIRlli AND OUR 

NATION'S FUTLRE, WHEN THE PILGRIMS BRAVED A VAST OCEAN TO ROCH AN UNKNOhN 

LAND) THEY C.AME IN SHIPS MADE OF 't\OOD. YfiEN THEY ARRIVED) THEY USED w:xm 

Fffi SHELTER AND FOR BOATS AND W.A.GONS TO MAKE NEW JOURt\EYS I IN 1971) wxm 

HELPED MA.KE POSSIBLE THE FLIGHT OF APoLLO 14 TO lliE t-OON, L SUCH 

AS ROSIN-CffiE SOL.DERING FLUX FOR THE THOUSANDS OF ELECTRICAL CONNECTIONS 

ON A SPACE VEH ICLEJ CORK FOR THE HEAT PROTECTIVE COVER) AND SQ.ID ROCKET 

PROPELLANTS) ALL CQ\'E FROM TREES, ANDJ IN THE FUTURE) hHAT NEW ADVANCES 

00 TREES PR0'-1ISE? THEY MA.Y EVEN HELP POWER THE N6.TICT..J 1 S .AUTOMOBILES AS 

A MEANS TO CONSERVE OUR FINITE SUPPLIES OF ENERGY FUELS. UNLIKE THE LIMITED 

SUPPLIES a= OILJ TREES Ca..JSTITUTE A RENEWABLE RESOURCE w-tICH CAN BE 

PERPETUATED FffiEVE:J 

FRcr-1 ns POSITICT..J ON WAsHINGlDN Ho.LL lliE 

TREE WE PLANT TODAY CAN STAND Fffi GENERATIONS TO REMIND THE PEOPLE OF 

PHILADELPHIA) AND VISITffiS FR0'-1 ACROSS THE NATION AND AROUND THE \\ORL.DJ OF 

THE DEBT WE 0¥£ TO NATURE AND THE GRATITUDE WE FEEL T<Jt./ARD OUR FffiEFATHERS 

w-10 LEAANED TO USE NAME'S GIFTS SO YELL. 
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WE ARE ALSO INDEBTED TO THE PEOPLE OF PHILADELPHIA) THE WASHINGTON 

AssocIATIONJ AND ESPECIALLY TO COLONEL PooSA AND THE 

PENNSYLVANIA CULTURAL &lCIETYJ Fffi HELPING MAKE THIS PLANTING POSSIBLE, 

WE / D LI KE TO BE ABLE TO SHARE TH IS OCCASION WITH ALL THE PEOPLE OF THE 

UNITED STATES) THOSE WILL REMAIN IN THEIR OVl'J HOME STATES) AS YELL AS 

lHOSE W10 WILL TRAVEL TO R-iILADELPHIA FOR BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS. FOR 

THE SEED FRCJ-1 W1ICH THIS SEEDLING GREW WAS NOT ALONE ON ITS MOON JOURNEY, 

SEVERAL HUNffiED SEEDS FRa-1 LOBLOLLY PINE) SYCAflOREJ DOl.JGLAS FIR) AND REDWCX)D 

TREES ALSO ACCCTviPANIED Af'a_Lo 14 10 THE t-'OON, TODAY) \\£ WILL BEGIN 
6eL-sc-r e .o 

TO STATE FORESTERS FRCJv1 STATES *iICH ARE 

HAYING APPROPRIATE BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS AND WHICH HAVE SUITABLE GROWING 

CONDITIONS FOR THESE SPECIES, /_o_.,../- C/> h..of_fl -f111t-f by 
-Z-o A tifYl2/17 lt.e_l.//Vll< 

of. Ar .6 o ¢. A; tr" <L'l._ f t... A-tV f., ,,.) </ . 
THIS TREE) W1ICH WE PLANT HERE TODAY) CAN BE A LIVING) GROWING SYMBOL 

OF a.JR PAST) A TRIBUTE TO lHE PRESENT) AND A PROMISE FOR THE FUTURE, FoR 

lHIS TREE) *iICH HAS BEEN 10 THE MOON AND BACK, INIEED REPRESENTS 01.R 

HERITAGE) OUR PRESENT) AND THE HORIZONS WE CAN LOOK TOW\RD DI.RING 1976) THE 

BICENTENNIAL OF THE FOU'JDING OF OUR NATION, 

fwDJ THIS VERY TREE CAN STILL BE STANDING HERE AS A SENTRY OF LIBERTY) 

A HUNDRED YEARS FROM t'.()WJ W1EN ffiME TCXJETHER AGAIN 10 CELEBRATE 

THE BIRTH OF A GREAT NATION, 

### 


